JOHN    EVELYN
Colbert. Evelyn was In the thick of It during this
visit to Euston. There was hunting,, hawking, dice,
cards. Everything was done on a grand scale, at
least 200 people being entertained for fifteen days,
He goes out riding with the ladies to take the air,
and hunts occasionally, but he also likes stepping
up to his "pretty apartment/' where he was "quite
out of all the hurry." Louise was made Duchess
of Portsmouth., and installed at Whitehall in apart-
ments furnished with fabulous extravagance. But
Evelyn appears to become almost Inured to the
King's loose habits, about which, Indeed, there was
never any concealment. He actually follows Charles
Into the Duchess of Portsmouth's dressing-room,
where she was In her "morning loose garments,
her maids combing her, newly out of bed/9 He
modestly averts his gaze, and is able to go Into
raptures over the tapestry, the paintings, the cabinets,
screens, clocks, sconces, etc., etc. He surfeits of
this and goes "contented home to my poor, but
quiet villa/* and he concludes the entry, "What
contentment can there be in the riches and splendour
of this world purchased with vice and dishonour."
One feels he had given up Charles as hopeless,
and of course did not care a rap what happened to
Querouallle; but It did hurt him that such beautiful
things as he saw In that room should be desecrated
by being used as the wages of a notorious harlot,
However,, he attended a great banquet "of
sweetmeats and music" she gave to the Ambassador
from Morocco and his retinue, "who behaved
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